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THORPR  B.  ISAACSON 


Bishop  Thorpe  B.  Isaacson  was  horn  on 
September  6,  1898,  at  Bphriam,  Utah.  He  is 
the  son  o(  Mai  tin  and  Mary  Bcal  Isaacson. 
Alter  attending  the  schools  and  Snow  College 
there,  he  continued  his  educational  pursuits  at 
Brigham  Young  University,  Utah  State  Agri- 
cultural College,  and  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia. During  his  schooling  he  was  very 
active  in  sports  and  while  at  Snow  College 
in  his  home  town  o\'  Ephriam,  Utah,  he  was 
selected  as  an  all-state  basketball  guard.  His 
interest  in  sports  has  also  led  him  to  a  know- 
ledge of  fishing,  baseball,  and  golf. 

At  the  time  he  was  called  to  act  as  Second 
Counsellor  in  the  Presiding  Bishopric  in  1946 
he  was  (irst  counsellor  in  the  Bishopric  of  the 
Yale  Ward.  To  his  new  calling  he  brought 
with  him  a  love  of  youth  and  of  mankind 
which  was  fortified  by  the  experience  of  fifteen 
years  as  an  athletic  coach,  teacher,  and  super- 
intendent of  schools  in  Utah  and  Idaho. 

Bishop   Isaacson   left  the  field  of  education 


ah.  .it  1936  to  enter  the  insurance  business. 
There  he  rose  rapidly,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment  in  the  Presiding  Bishopric  he  was 
general  agent  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Insurance  Company  for  the  territory  embrac- 
ing Utah.  Idaho,  and  Nevada.  In  1944  the 
president  o\'  his  company  designated  him  as 
the  outstanding  life  insurance  man  in  America. 
In  1943  he  v\as  called  to  be  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  cf  the  Utah  State  Agri- 
cultural College,  and  in  1950  he  accepted  the 
chairmanship  of  that  board. 

Bishop  Isaacson  served  as  Second  Counsellor 
in  the  Presiding  Bishopric  from  1946  to  1952, 
at  which  time  he  was  advanced  to  First  Coun- 
sellor to  Bishop  Joseph  L.  Wirthlin. 

He  was  married  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  on 
June  16th,  1920,  to  Lula  Maughan  Jones,  whom 
he  met  while  teaching  school.  They  have  two 
children:  Richard  A.  Isaacson  and  Joyce  I. 
Tribe. 


Responsibility  of  Righteousness 

AN  ADDRESS   GIVEN   BY   THORPE  B.   ISAACSON,   OCTOBER    1953 


President  McKay,  President  Richards,  and 
President  Clarke,  my  beloved  brethren  and 
sisters:  1  feel  very  humbled  this  afternoon  in 
standing  before  you  and  in  occupying  this  posi- 
tion. I  sincerely  pray  that  you  will  have  a 
silent  prayer  in  your  heart  for  me,  and  i 
humbly  pray  that  the  Lord  will  sustain  me. 
There  is  a  very  beautiful,  sweet  spirit  here; 
there  was  this  morning.  We  recognize  that 
spirit  as  the  sweet  Spirit  of  cur  Father  in 
heaven. 

As  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  we  have  a  great  responsi- 
bility, we  have  an  individual  responsibility. 
Membership  in  the  Church  is  not  for  the  idler, 
nor  for  one  who  would  seek  an  easy  way  to 
salvation.  However,  it  should  not  be  too  diffi- 
cult  for  us  to  keep  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord  if  we  have  a  desire  in  our  hearts  to  do 
so  and  if  we  are  willing  to  make  the  effort. 
True,  we  must  form  good  habits  of  righteous 
living,  and  good  habits  are  just  as  easy,  and  in 
fact  easier,  to  form  than  are  bad  habits.  It 
should  not  be  too  difficult  for  us  to  be  truth- 
ful and  honest  and  prayerful  and  to  meet  our 
obligations  honestly. 


Yes,  we  have  the  right  to  choose  which  way 
we  want  to  go.  Thereby  we  develop  our  own 
strength  of  character.  However,  if  we  do  only 
the  things  required  of  us,  we  may  not  gain 
full  development.  To  do  right  only  because 
we  are  forced  to  do  so,  rather  than  because 
we  have  a  desire  to  do  so,  dees  not  contribute 
to  proper  development  of  character:  for  the 
Lord,  speaking  to  us  in  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants.  Section  58,  Verses  26  to  29,  says: 

"For  behold,  it  is  not  meet  that  1  should 
command  in  all  things;  for  he  that  is  com- 
manded in  all  things,  the  same  is  a  slothful 
and  not  a  wise  servant;  wherefore  he  receiveth 
no  reward.  Verily  1  say,  men  should  be 
anxiously  engaged  in  a  good  cause,  and  do 
many  things  of  their  own  free  will,  and  bring 
to  pass  much  righteousness;  for  the  power  is 
in  them,  wherein  they  are  agents  unto  them- 
selves. And  inasmuch  as  men  do  good  they 
shall  in  nowise  lost,  their  reward.  But  he 
that  doeth  not  anything  until  he  is  commanded, 
and  receiveth  a  commandment  with  doubtful 
heart,  and  keepeth  it  with  slothfulness,  the 
same  is  damned." 

(Continued  on  page  38) 
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PRACTICAL  EDUCATION 

PROVO— More  attractive  and 
more  efficient  husbands  are 
coming  off  the  Brigham  Young 
University   "assembly    line." 

A  special  course  is  giyen  for 
men  students  to  teach  them  care 
and  selection  of  clothing,  eti- 
quette and  tasty  preparation  of 
foods. 

Scene  of  operations  is  the  new 
Smith  Family  Living  Centre.  In 
charge  of  producing  this  extra- 
special  variety  of  husband  is 
Maurine  Bryner,  instructor. 

Basic  table  manners  and  daily 
courtesies  get  a  top  spot  on  the 
class  agenda. 

In  addition,  men  learn  to  look 
for  quality  in  clothing. 

The  class  opened  with  a  quota 
of  20  members.  All  seats  were 
promptly  filled. 

The  last  five  weeks  of  the 
quarter  will  be  given  over  to  pre- 
paration and  serving  of  food, 
especially  designed  for  young 
men  who  are  "temporary  bache- 
lors during  school  years." 

....  AND  PRACTICAL 
RELIGION 

REXBURG,  IDAHO— That  real 
religion  is  something  more  than 
just  theological  theorizing  was 
taught  effectively  to  his  Ricks 
College  Old  Testament  class  by 
Prof.  Dan  S.  Hess  this  past  week- 
end. A  few  weeks  before  the 
Christmas   holidays   began   Elder 


Hess  suggested  to  the  class,  which 
had  been  studying  the  dealings 
of  God  with  his  people  from  the 
creation  down  to  the  tower  of 
Babel,  that  they  do  something 
more  than  just  talk  about 
religion. 

Accordingly,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Class  President  Wayne 
Hathaway  and  Class  Secretary 
Jill  Leishman,  members  of  the 
class  appointed  committees  to 
seek  out  some  needy  family  for 
whom  they  could  provide  a  hap- 
pier Christmas.  One  committee 
located  the  family,  and  the 
others  purchased  appropriate 
gifts  for  each  member  of  the 
family  along  with  a  Christmas 
tree,  ornaments,  and  food  for  the 
entire   family. 

Then  the  class  met  Saturday 
evening  to  wrap  the  gifts  and 
take  them  to  the  home.  Each 
member  of  the  class  contributed 
from  his  personal  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  the  gifts  and  food, 
and,  according  to  Elder  Hess, 
each  felt  many  times  repaid  to 
see  the  look  of  joy  and  apprecia- 
tion on  the  face  of  the  mother 
and  10  children  who  otherwise 
would  have  had  a  very  meagre 
Christmas. 

"The  Son  of  Man  *  now 
reigneth  in  the  heavens,  and  will 
reign  till  He  descends  on  the 
earth  to  put  all  enemies  under 
His  feet,  which  time  is  nigh  at 
hand."— D.  &  C.  49:6;  58:22,  1 
Cor.  15:25. 


There  are  but  three  animals  that  habitually  use  tobacco — the  rock- 
goat  of  Africa,  whose  stench  is  so  insufferable  that  no  other  ani- 
mal can  approach  it;  the  tobacco  worm,  whose  intolerable  visage 
gives  every  beholder  a  shudder;  a  nd  the  third  animal,  who  is  he? 
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PRAYER   AND   THE    FAMILY 

"I  thank   THEE,  LORD  that  I  may  stop  along  the  way 

at  any  time  of  night  or  day  and  talk  to  thee." 

By    PRES.   GLEN   G.   FISHER 


Sixty  years  ago  family  prayer  in  the  homes 
of  Christian  people  was  quite  common,  but  net 
so  today.  We  seem  to  have  little  time  for  this 
form  of  home  worship.  Far  too  many  of  us 
arc  too  busy,  at  least  we  think  we  are,  to  stop 
in  our  daily  routine  to  seek  guidance  from  the 
Lord.  In  this  modern  day  living,  the  humble 
act  of  kneeling  in  a  family  circle  once  or  twice 
a  day  may  seem  to  seme  a  little  cid-fashicned. 
It  would  be  well  to  remember  that  there  are 
seme  things  that  never  become  cut-dated,  and 
the  lovely  experience  of  family  prayer  is 
certainly  enc  of  them. 

1  think  that  there  has  never  been  a  time  in 
the  history  cf  the  world  when  we  needed  to 
seek  the  Lord  in  mighty  supplication  more 
than  we  do  today.  If  the  world  is  to  be  saved 
from  destruction  it  will  be  through  the  mercies 
of  God  and  it  is  needful  that  you  and  I,  and 
everyone  everywhere,  about  face  and : 

"Cry  unto  Him  for  mercy;  for  He  is  mighty 
to  save.  Cry  unto  him  in  ycur  houses,  yea, 
over  all  ycur  household,  both  morning,  mid- 
day, and  evening.  Yea,  cry  unto  Him  against 
the  power  of  your  enemies. "  "Pray  in  your 
families  unto  the  Father,  always  in  my  name, 
that  ycur  wives  and  your  children  may  be 
blessed."  (Bock  of  Mormon  Pages  283  &. 
435). 

Surely  this  admonition  has  application  for 
all  of  us  and  if  we  would  be  blessed  we  must 
follow  the  counsel  given  by  these  Book  of 
Mormon  prophets.  Perhaps  there  are  some 
who  do  not  understand  fully  the  teachings  of 
the  Church  in  relation  to  Family  Prayer.  The 
words  of  the  prophets  are  clear  and  un- 
compromising in  their  admonition  that  we 
should  follow  this  practice.  Space  will  permit 
only  a  few  excerpts,  but  they  will  suffice. 

"When  you  get  up  in  the  morning,  before 
you  suffer  yourselves  to  eat  one  mouthful  of 
food,  call  your  wife  and  children  together,  bow 
down  before  the  Lord,  ask  Him  to  forgive  your 
sins,  and  protect  you  through  the  day,  to  pre- 
serve you  from  temptation  and  all  evil,  to 
guide  your  steps  aright,  that  you  may  do 
something  that  day  that  shall  be  beneficial  to 
the  Kingdom  of  God  on  the  earth.  Have  you 
time  to  do  this?  Elders,  sisters,  have  you 
time  to  pray?"  (Brigham  Young). 

"Fathers,  pray  with  your  families;  bow 
down  with  them  morning  and  at  night,  pray 
to   the   Lord,    thank    Him    for    His    goodness. 


mercy  and  Fatherly  kindness.  What  do  you 
pray  for?  You  pray  that  God  may  recognize 
you,  that  He  may  hear  your  prayers,  and  that 
He  may  bless  you  with  His  Spirit,  and  that  He 
may  lead  you  into  all  truth  and  show  you  the 
right  way;  that  He  will  warn  ycu  against  wrong 
and  guide  you  into  the  right  path.  Ycu  pray 
for  your  wives  to  have  health  and  strength, 
blessed  to  be  happy  and  contented,  true  to  their 
children,  true  to  their  hemes,  true  to  you.  The 
wives  pray  that  they  may  also  have  power  to 
overcome  the  weaknesses  of  fallen  human 
nature,  and  rise  to  teach  their  children  the 
beauty  and  glory  of  a  righteous  life,  and  that 
the  children  may  be  blessed  to  carry  out  in 
their  lives  the  wish  and  desire  of  their  parents; 
that  they  may  perfect  their  lives  here  by  living 
up  to  the  wise  teachings  of  the  Gospel.  ' 
(Joseph  F.  Smith). 

"I  am  convinced  that  one  of  the  greatest 
things  that  can  come  into  any  home  to  cause 
the  boys  and  girls  in  that  heme  to  grow  up  in 
a  love  of  God,  and  in  a  love  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  is  to  have  family  prayer.  It  is 
not  for  the  father  of  the  family  alone  to  pray, 
but  for  the  mother  and  for  the  children  to  do 
so  also,  that  they  may  partake  of  the  Spirit 
cf  prayer,  and  be  in  harmony,  be  in  tune,  to 
have  the  radio,  so  to  speak,  in  communication 
with  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  I  believe  that 
there  are  very  few  who  go  astray,  that  very 
few  lose  their  faith,  who  have  once  had  a 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  and  who  never  neg- 
lect their  prayers  in  their  families  ,and  their 
secret  supplications  to  God."  (Heber  J.  Grant) 

The  above  quotations  give  us  ample  reason 
for  taking  a  few  minutes  each  morning  and 
evening  to  kneel  with  our  families  and  thank 
the  Lord  for  His  many  blessings  to  us.  We 
have  no  right  to  deny  our  children  this  lovely 
experience,  for  it  is  fundamental  to  their  spiri- 
tual growth.  Truly  family  prayer  gives  our 
children  a  feeling  of  gratitude  and  humility  for 
God,  who  sustains  life.  On  this  very  subject  a 
leading  newspaper  in  Canada,  "The  Lethbridge 
Herald",  under  its  Editorial  Column  printed 
these  few  thoughts : 

"This  is  a  busy  world,  we  have  many  calls 
on  our  time,  but  if  we  are  "too  busy  to  pray. 
we  are  too  busy."  You  may  have  family 
prayer  and  blessing  en  the  food  at  home,  bul 

(Continued   on    page   47) 
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A  SEARCH 
ENDED .  .  . 


By    BRO.    WILLEM    MARITZ 


It  is  a  well-established  fact  that  a  traveller, 
who  finds  himself  hopelessly  lest  in  the  dense 
wilderness,  will  follow  any  track  or  footpath 
with  the  hope  of  finding  his  way  into  the  clear. 
He  invariably  finds  himself  going  in  circles, 
getting  mere  hopelessly  lost  by  the  minute. 

Similarly,  the  earnest  and  honest  investigator, 
seeking  light  and  truth  and  finding  himself  in 
some  or  other  religious  sphere,  can  tell  after 
a  while  by  certain  signs  that  the  road  he  is 
following  does  not  lead  to  the  goal  he  has  in 
mind.  While  he  is  lest  in  the  woods  of  religious 
confusion,  he  finds  himself  studying  the  doc- 
trines and  claims  of  various  religious  sects  and 
cults,  in  the  hope  of  finding  something  worth- 
while and  substantial  on  which  to  depend, 
only  to  be  sadly  disappointed  time  and  time 
again. 

Meanwhile  he  clings  half-heartedly  to  the 
religion  into  which  he  was  born,  knowing  that 
a  change  would  mean  very  little  unless  he 
could  find  the  perfect  organization.  The 
tragedy  of  life  is  that  so  very  many  millions 
cling  thusly  to  various  religions,  ignoring 
doctrinal  and  other  errors.  They  hope  for  the 
best  and  often  firmly  believe  that  all  is  well. 

Having  been  born  into  a  Protestant  church, 
I  endeavoured  quite  naturally  to  find  God 
and  serve  him  through  this  church.  No 
henest-in-heart  person  can,  however,  close  his 
eyes  completely  to  the  many  essential  things 
that  are  either  lacking  or  wrong  in  such  a 
church.  I  often  excused  myself  for  not 
attending  services  by  stating  that  I  could  see 
no  reason  for  doing  so,  because  "Christ  was 
not  in  the  church".  Meanwhile,  "blind, 
leaders  of  the  blind"  could  offer  me  no  guiding 
hand  in  the  darkness.  Thus,  I  was  searching 
alone  for  truth,  struggling  earnestly  to  discern 
between  false  and  true  guideposts,  and  often 
falling  into  discouragement   and  misery. 

Lacking  the  true  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  I 
tried  to  serve  God  on  my  own  in  nature  and 
elsewhere.  Many  times  I,  like  Joseph  Smith, 
found  seclusion  in  forest  or  mountain  to  see  if 
I  could  not  truly  find  God. 


In  His  own  time  the  good  Lord  heard  my 
prayers  offered  over  a  long  period  of  time. 
Two  of  the  missionaries  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  called  at  our 
home  saying  that  they  had  a  message  for  us. 
Like  anyone  who  visited  cur  home  they  were 
made  welcome,  and  like  in  the  past  with 
missionaries  from  ether  religions,  I  listened  to 
their  message  and  read  their  pamphlets  in  an 
unprejudiced  and  inquiring  frame  of  mind,  i 
agreed  with  all  points  of  doctrine  as  explained 
by  them  and  the  pamphlets,  but  would  not 
believe  the  Joseph  Smith  Story.  The  idea  was 
fixed  in  my  mind  that  if  a  human  being  had 
seen  God,  he  would  not  have  lived  to  tell  of 
it.  Even  after  the  missionaries  explained  how 
such  a  vision  was  possible,  I  doubted  the  narra- 
tive. Nevertheless,  1  realized  that  the  Gospel 
would  have  to  be  restored  in  just  such  a  way 
as  claimed. 

I  continued  diligently  to  read  all  the  pam- 
phlets and  books  brought  to  me  by  the  elders, 
and  I  asked  numerous  and  often  troublesome 
questions,  thereby  learning  much  that  I  had 
never  dreamed  of.  Very  soon  I  had  formu- 
lated of  myself  two  alternatives,  viz. :  Either 
this  was  what  I  had  been  (perhaps  un- 
consciously) locking  for — the  true  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ;  or  it  was  the  biggest  farce  and 
deceit  ever  promulgated  by  any  man. 

In  time  I  found  myself  arguing  in  favour 
of  "Mermen"  doctrine  with  ncn-"Mormons" 
In  so  doing,  I  convinced  myself  or  rather,  the 
Lord  convinced  me  of  the  truth  cf  it  all. 

After  having  heard  the  Word  of  Wisdom  I 
realized  the  necessity  of  stopping  smoking, 
drinking  tea  and  coffee,  and  taking  the  occa- 
sional alcoholic  drink.  With  the  help  of  the 
Lord  I  was  able  to  give  these  things  up 
suddenly.  I  am  sincerely  thankful  that  I  did 
so  because  I  have  most  certainly  derived 
abundant  benefit  by  refraining  from  these 
poisons,  for  I  have  been  richly  blessed  with 
(Continued  on  page  47) 
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RESPONSIBILITY  (C  ontinued  from  page  34) 

Probably  our  first  and  greatest  responsibility 
is  to  sec  that  we  ourselves  live  righteously  and 
well.  When  a  man  fails  in  life,  the  cause  is 
sometimes  within  himself.  We  are  often 
destroyed  from  within  as  well  as  from  forces 
without.  Wrongdoing  destroys  our  morale  and 
makes  us  an  easy  victim  to  outward  forces 
that  would  also  weaken  us  spiritually;  and 
spirituality  is  as  essential  to  a  man's  soul  as 
vitamins  are  to  his  body. 

Unless  we  can  banish  indilference,  conquer 
indolence,  renounce  injustice,  overcome  intem- 
perance, expel  intolerance,  and  abolish  ingrati- 
tude from  our  souls,  we  may  not  be  good 
representative  members  of  the  Church,  for  has 
not  the  Psalmist  said:  "Except  the  Lord  build 
the  house,  they  labour  in  vain  that  build  it." 
(Psalm  127  :   1.) 

Let  us  for  a  moment  consider  indifference. 
Indifference  can  bring  great  tragedy  into  our 
souls,  whether  it  be  indifference  to  the  laws 
of  the  land  or  indifference  to  the  laws  of  God, 
or  indifference  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
each  other.  When  we  break  the  laws  of  the 
land,  there  is  a  penalty.  When  we  break  the 
laws  of  God,  there  is  likewise  a  penalty;  and 
when  we  show  indifference  to  each  other, 
somebody  suffers. 

Consider  desecration  of  the  Sabbath  day. 
Surely  our  Father  in  heaven  must  have  felt 
that  this  was  important  when  he  gave  us  the 
commandment  concerning  the  Sabbath  day,  for 
he  said  to  us  beginning  in  Exodus  20  :  8,  if 
we  could  only  think  of  this  when  we  break  the 
Sabbath  day,  I  think  we  would  be  more  careful 
about  it: 

"Remember  the  Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it 
holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labour,  and  do  all 
thy  work;  but  the  seventh  day  is  the  sabbath 
of  the  Lord  thy  God;  and  in  it  thou  shalt  not 
do  any  work,  thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy 
daughter,  thy  manservant,  nor  thy  maidservant, 
nor  thy  cattle,  nor  thy  stranger  that  is  within 
thy  gates:  For  in  six  days  the  Lord  made 
heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in 
them  is,  and  rested  the  seventh  day:  where- 
fore the  Lord  blessed  the  sabbath  day,  and 
hallowed    it.*'    (Ex.    20  :  8-11.) 

To  so  many  people,  Sunday  is  now  spoken 
of  as  a  holiday,  not  a  "holy  day."  Let  us 
consider  this  before  we  break  the  Sabbath 
day. 

Now  there  are  many  ways  of  being  truthful. 
We  may  not  exactly  tell  a  lie,  but  if  we  fail 
to  raise  our  voices  to  set  a  situation  right 
when  we  could,  aren't  we  as  guilty  as  the  one 


who  fails  to  tell  all  the  truth?  Indilference 
is  oiu-  u.i\   to  start  one  on  the  road  to  sorrow. 

Indolence  i>  another  destroying  character- 
istic. One  of  the  greatest  factors  in  building 
character  is  work  and  our  attitude  toward 
that  work.  I  remember  hearing  President  Clarke 
one  day  say  to  some  of  us,  "I  am  grateful  for 
the  blessings  of  work."  Personally  I  consider 
it  a  challenge.  I  consider  it  a  cure  for  heart- 
ache and  discouragement.  If  we  can  accom- 
plish something  worth  while  as  we  go  about 
our  day's  work,  we  can  retire  at  night  feeling 
that  our  day  has  been  well  spent. 

When  Brigham  Young  led  the  Saints  into 
this,  the  Salt  Lake  Valley,  he  knew  that  there 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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The  assignment  given  to  comment  on  Priest- 
hood is  of  such  importance  that  words  from 
such  as  1  can  add  but  little  to  the  subject. 

I  will  confine  my  remarks  for  the  most 
part  to  a  portion  of  the  talk  given  by  Presi- 
dent Fisher  in  his  first  address  to  the  com- 
bined Priesthood  gathering  at  the  Durban 
Chapel  on  Sunday,  the  3rd  of  February,  1957. 

It  concerns  a  servant  of  the  Lord  in  the 
Holy  Melchizedek  Priesthood,  the  late  Senator 
Reed  Smoot,  who  represented  the  State  of 
Utah  in  the  United  States  Senate  during  the 
early  part  of  this  century.  He,  by  his  pro- 
foundness, ability,  and  sincerity  during  his 
stewardship  of  his  area,  earned  the  trust  and 
respect  of  all  sections  of  the  State  and  his 
party  insomuch  that  a  number  of  influential 
men  representing  a  cross  section  of  the  com- 
munity approached  him  with  a  requisition  for 
his  nomination  for  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States.  With  this  requisition,  however, 
came  a  provision  that  he  put  his  politics  before 
his  religion,  and  leave  the  "Mormon"  Church. 
The  Apostle  of  the  Lord  said  this  in  reply: 
"Gentlemen,  I  would  rather  be  a  Deacon  in 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  than  the  President 
of  the  United  States." 

The  Divine  influence  which  inspired  the 
honourable  Senator  to  cast  aside  material  gain 
and  worldly  honour  for  more  worth-while 
things  is  manifest  throughout  the  history  of 
the  Church  where  men  holding  the  Holy 
Priesthood  have  faithfully  served  the  Most 
High  God  wherever  called  —  such  is  the  power 
of  the  Priesthood. 
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were  some  among  them  who  would  not  assume 
their  rightful  responsibility,  and  he  knew  that 
it  would  take  the  combined  efforts  of  all  if 
they  were  to  survive  and  be  at  all  successful. 
He  impressed  upon  them  the  need  to  work 
in  order  to  eat.  The  Lord  has  told  us  in 
Genesis  3:  19:  "In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt 
thou  eat  bread,  ..."  I  believe  it  is  our 
individual  responsibility  to  work  hard,  and  1 
am  including  work  and  service  in  the  Church. 

Injustice  is  another  great  evil.  Perhaps  as 
Latter-day  Saints  we  must  be  concerned  with 
the  justice  and  welfare  of  all  people,  because 
the  membership  of  this  Church  is  made  up  of 
people  from  all  nations,  your  grandparents  and 
mine  from  foreign  countries,  united  in  a 
common  cause,  that  of  bringing  salvation  to 
the  souls  of  men. 

In  our  different  walks  of  life  we  must  be 
careful  not  to  put  our  own  personal  interests 
above  the  welfare  of  the  group.  This  would 
be  unjust.  In  public  life  we  have  seen  people 
who  consider  the  effect  of  every  act,  first  how 
will  it  affect  myself,  and  how  will  it  affect 
the  other  people  later? 

Selfishness  is  one  of  the  greatest  causes  of 
injustice.  Few  there  are  of  us  who  can  see 
fault  in  ourselves  —  meanness  of  spirit,  petti- 
ness of  disposition.  Few  of  us  will  admit  to 
befriending  a  man  because  he  is  right,  rather 
than  because  of  his  importance.  How  often 
have  we  heard  parents  tell  their  children,  "I 
wish  you  wouldn't  associate  with  our  neigh- 
bour's children  because  they  are  not  of  our 
own  social  status."  These  are  gross  injustices, 
but  they  are  prevalent  among  us  to-day.  We 
must  renounce  injustice  if  we  would  grow 
spiritually. 

We  should  try  to  overcome  intemperance 
because  it  is  self-defeating,  devastating  to  char- 
acter, and  paralyzing  to  one's  own  progress. 
We  have  seen  men  in  prominent  places  of  our 
communities  bring  sorrow  and  disgrace  upon 
themselves  and  their  families  because  they 
failed  to  curb  an  appetite. 

A  few  months  ago  it  was  my  privilege  to 
ride  across  the  country  on  a  train,  and  there 
I  met  a  high-ranking  army  officer,  and  we 
visited  for  many  hours.  Among  other  things 
he  told  me  that  the  increase  in  nervous  dis- 
orders in  the  army,  brought  about  largely  by 
alcohol  and  other  things,  was  very  disturbing 
and  alarming.  He  indicated  that  it  was  the 
most  self-defeating  factor  that  the  army  had 
to  contend  with,  and  then  he  told  me  that  one- 
third  of  the  beds  of  the  hospitals  of  this 
country  were  occupied  by  patients  with  nervous 


disorders,  largely  brought  about  by  the  use 
of  alcohol  and  other  drugs,  and  that  it  would 
be  very  alarming  to  the  country  if  we  knew 
the  true  status. 

Intolerance  is  another  self-destroying  evil. 
It  it  isn't  banished  out  of  our  character,  it  may 
reflect  on  the  Church  as  well  as  on  ourselves, 
because  brotherhood,  like  charity,  begins  at 
home.  If  we  would  be  tolerant,  we  must  obey 
the  first  and  great  commandment;  we  must 
love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart, 
mind  and  strength,  and  then  we  must  love 
our  neighbour  as  ourselves. 

Brotherhood  and  the  love  of  mankind  must 
be  resident  in  our  hearts,  en  our  streets,  in 
our  towns.  Otherwise  we  may  not  have  it 
in  our  own  hearts.  We  largely  judge  others 
by  ourselves.  If  we  are  intolerant  of  others. 
we  can  expect  the  same  treatment  ourselves. 
The  inner  strength  of  the  Church  reveals  itself 
to  a  great  extent  in  our  way  cf  treating  others. 

But  probably  the  greatest  sin  of  all  is  the 
sin  of  ingratitude,  but  we,  favoured  of  all  our 
Father's  children,  should  fill  our  hearts  with 
gratitude  for  the  magnitude  of  the  power  of 
the  Gospel  and  the  blessings  that  he  has 
brought  to  us.  The  resources  by  which  we 
advance  are  the  real  qualities  of  character  that 
we  possess.  We  must  show  gratitude  for  our 
blessings.  We  can  be  judged  more  by  what 
we  love  than  by  what  we  own. 

Our  greatest  blessings*  as  a  people  are 
spiritual,  not  material.  The  older  I  become, 
the  more  I  am  convinced  that  there  are  not 
do  not  belong  to  the  spiritual.  There  are 
many  things  of  very  much  importance  which 
the  things  that  are  important,  and  then  there 
are  the  other  things. 

Nothing  can  contribute  so  much  to  our  own 
growth  as  being  home-loving,  God-fearing, 
freedom-earning,  temperate  men  and  women. 

May  we  as  individuals  consider  our  own 
responsibility  in  the  Church  and  try  to  become 
better  Latter-day  Saints.  Each  of  us  could 
perhaps  make  one  or  two  adjustments  in  our 
own  lives  that  would  make  us  better  Latter-day 
Saints. 

I  feel  good  in  this  work  because  it  is  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  I  love  the  people;  you 
have  been  wonderful  to  me  as  I  go  to  you 
from  stake  to  stake.  And  I  am  grateful  for 
the  opportunity  of  partaking  of  your  spirit 
and  of  hearing  your  testimonies.  Your  kind- 
nesses and  courtesies  to  all  the  brethren  are 
appreciated.  We  feel  a  closeness  and  warmth 
through  our  association  with  you. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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THE 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 


hy  President  S.  J.  Spear 


The  history  of  the  Bloemfontein  Branch  is 
one  long  succession  of  ups  and  downs.  As 
early  as  the  last  century  there  was  a  compara- 
tively strong  branch  in  Bloemfontein,  but  the 
spirit  of  gathering  was  strong  in  the  members, 
and  they  emigrated  en  masse  to  Zion. 

The  missionary  work  was  continued  with 
good  effect  though,  and  at  the  earliest  time  that 
the  writer  can  recollect,  the  branch  was  about 
twenty  strong  (counting  active  members  only). 
The  growth  continued  from  that  time  (about 
1925)  until  it  was  no  longer  possible  for  all  the 
members  to  meet  in  one  of  the  homes  as  had 
previously  been  done. 

A  hall  was  acquired  and  many  blessings 
were  experienced  by  the  fully  organized  branch. 
There  were  many  young  people  in  the  branch, 
and  the  M.T.A.  was  particularly  active.  Their 
meetings  were  a  joy  to  attend;  a  beautiful 
blending  of  spiritual  uplift  and  good  fun.  The 
membership  at  this  time  was  larger  than  at 
any  other  time  within  living  memory. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  this  period  was  the 
conference  which  was  held  in  Bloemfontein  at 
which  no  fewer  than  14  missionaries  took  part. 


It  was  during  this  period  too,  that  President 
Leroy  H.  Duncan,  past  president  of  this  mis- 
sion, served  as  a  missionary  in  Bloemfontein. 

Another  occasion  neverto  be  forgotten  was 
the  celebration  of  the  centenary  of  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Church,  held  in  Bloemfontein. 
April  6.  1930.  The  branch  really  excelled  on 
this  occasion.  Naturally  on  my  young  mind 
the  biggest  impression  was  made  by  the  terri- 
fic banquet  which  was  held.  The  hall  was 
beautifully  decorated,  and  I  well  remember 
the  concern  lest  the  photographer  with  his  old 
fashioned  flash  equipment  might  set  fire  to 
the  decorations. 

An  evening's  entertainment  was  also 
arranged,  the  highlight  of  which  was  a  play 
depicting  the  organization  of  the  Church. 
Young  as  I  was  I  will  never  forget  the  magni- 
ficent performance  of  Brother  S.  Rayner  in 
the  role  of  Joseph  Smith. 

Soon  after  the  events  recorded  above,  the 
branch  began  to  suffer  reverses.  The  chief 
cause  was  probably  the  depression  of  the  early 
I930*s.  Many  members  lost  their  jobs  as  a 
result  of  large-scale  retrenchment  in  commerce 


Personally  I  am  unable  to  express  my  grati- 
tude for  my  association  with  these  fine  men. 
I  have  great  love  and  respect  and  admiration 
for  each  one  of  them.  I  am  particularly 
grateful  for  my  close  association  with  Bishop 
Joseph  L.  Wirthlin  and  Bishop  Carl  Buehner. 
I  love  these  men.  Yes,  we  walk  together,  and 
we  pray  together.  When  one  has  sorrow,  we 
all  have  sorrow.  I  am  grateful  for  my  asso- 
ciation with  all  of  my  brethren  of  the  General 
Authorities.  As  I  get  to  know  them,  I  would 
class  it  as  the  greatest  experience  in  my  life 
to  be  with  them  and  partake  of  their  spirit 
and  their  advice  and  counsel,  because  they 
are  prophets  of  God.  Do  you  regard  these 
brethren  as  you  would  the  Apostles  of  old? 


In  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  68,  Verse 
4.  may  we  remember  this: 

"And  whatever  they  (our  leaders)  shall  speak 
when  moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost  shall 
be  scripture,  shall  be  the  will  of  the  Lord, 
shall  be  the  mind  of  the  Lord,  shall  be  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  shall  be  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation." 

Now  I  think  as  a  people  we  should  keep 
that  in  mind  when  these  brethren  give  us 
advice  and  counsel.  Talk  about  the  love  that 
abideth  in  the  heart  of  men,  I  know  of  no 
people  in  the  world  that  has  the  example  to 
follow  as  does  this  people  in  the  President 
of  the  Church.     Talk  about  love  and  beauty. 
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and  industry.  Family  after  family  moved 
away  from  Bloemfontein  in  search  of  newer 
and  better  conditions.  The  Greenberg  family, 
the  Huberts,  the  Colemans  immediately  come 
to  mind.  The  departure  of  these  three  families 
alone  deprived  us  of  nearly  30  members. 
Several  of  the  older  members  who  remained 
were  called  to  higher  service.  One  family  who 
had  been  of  great  srevice  to  the  Church  be- 
came estranged  through  personal  grievances 
and  apostatized.  In  a  few  years  the  members 
of  the  Spear  family  were  the  only  active  saints 
left. 

In  the  year  or  two  immediately  preceeding 
the  Second  World  War  the  missionaries  were 
making  some  head-way  with  rebuilding  of  the 
branch,  but  this  ceased  when  the  missionaries 
were  called  home  in   1940. 

After  the  war.  Brother  C.  B.  Spear,  Brother 
Sam  Rayner  who  was  stationed  at  Tempe,  my 
wife  and  myself  started  to  hold  meetings  again. 
Shortly  after.  Brother  and  Sister  van  Rooyen 
and  family  moved  back  to  Bloemfontein. 
Missionaries  were  again  active  in  the  city,  and 
though  they  had  the  usual  hard-going  ex- 
perienced by  missionaries  in  Bloemfontein, 
they  were  soon  able  to  add  a  few  more  mem- 
bers. 

Among  the  first  of  the  new  converts  was 
Sister  Utermohlen  and  her  children.  Shortly 
after  they  were  baptised  the  Branch  President 
invited  Sister  Daubney  to  bear  her  testimony, 
which  sho  did,  although  she  was  then  still  an 
investigator.  You  see.  Brother  C.  B.  Spear 
had  mistaken  her  for  Sister  Utermohlen!  Any- 
way, *it  seemed  to  have  had  the  right  effect,  for 
not  long  after.  Sister  Daubney  was  baptised. 

Since  that  time  the  branch  has  grown  slowly 
but  steadily.  We  are  justly  proud  of  the  saints 
who  have  accepted  the  Gospel  in  this  branch. 


THE    BRANCH   PRESIDENCY 


I  am  sure  we  could  do  well  to  try  to  emulate 
that  spirit  and  that  love,  and  that  is  the  same 
love  that  the  Saviour  exemplified  when  he  was 
here  upon  the  earth. 

This  is  a  sweet  work.  It  couldn't  be  any- 
thing else  because  it  is  the  work  of  our  Father 
in  Heaven  among  the  children  of  men.  I 
have  had  some  experiences  in  school  work  as 
a  teacher  for  seventeen  years,  as  superintendent 
of  schools,  as  an  athletic  coach,  and  I  had 
some  satisfaction  in  it,  and  I  am  grateful  for 
those  experiences,  but  they  are  not  like  this 
work.  There  isn't  anything  like  it  in  the  world, 
and  I  would  plead  with  every  man  and  woman 
and  boy  and  girl  in  the  Church  to  have  some 


Left  to  Right: 

C.  H.  Spear — 1st  Counsellor 
P.  A.  Milne — 2nd  Counsellor 
S.  J.    Spear — Branch  President 

Most  of  the  big  branches  have  samples  of  their 
quality:  the  Wrench  family  in  Johannesburg; 
the  Beldon  family  in  Welkom:  the  van 
Rooyen  family  in  Durban:  John  Scheltema  in 
Cape  Town;  and  many  others. 

Within  eighteen  months  we  hope  to  have  our 
new  chapel  in  Bloemfontein  ready  for  dedica- 
tion. This  will  be  a  real  milestone  in  the 
history  of  this  branch,  and  we  hope  that  all 
our  old  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  branch  will 
make  a  special  effort  to  attend.  Also,  of  course, 
all  brothers  and  sisters  from  all  branches  will 
be  most  welcome.  We  are  already  making 
plans  to  receive  and  entertain  you. 

Chapel  cr  no,  the  spirit  of  love  and  harmony 
in  this  branch  will  be  difficult  to  match  any- 
where. Anytime  yen  happen  to  be  down  our 
way,  please  do  come  and  share  it  with  us. 


activity,  to  be  rendering  some  service  in  the 
Church.  While  1  have  been  associated  with 
this  work.  I  am  sure  that  I  have  been  the 
greatest  benefactor.  It  has  been  'sweet  and 
uplifting  to  me.  From  the  bottom  of  my 
heart  I  want  to  thank  the  Lord  for  his  kind- 
nesses to  me.  1  know  what  it  is  to  be  humble, 
I  believe,  and  1  know  when  I  go  to  the  Lord 
in  the  proper  spirit  that  my  prayers  are 
answered.  1  know  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is 
understandable.  I  know  that  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  may  be  to  us  ever  prevalent  if  we 
ourselves  keep  in  tune  with  his  Spirit.  May 
the  Lord  bless  us  and  give  us  the  power  to 
help  each  other  be  happy.  May  he  give  us 
(Continued  on  page  47) 
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RELIEF 


SOCIETY 


Bj    SISTER    HOLLY    FISHER 


RESPON- 


SIBILITY 


The  Relict"  Society  has  many  responsibili- 
ties in  addition  to  caring  for  the  poor  and 
the  educational  programme  lor  women.  We 
all  know  that  when  a  new  convert  is  made 
the  missionaries  must  pass  on  to  those  who 
have  not  heard  the  Gospel.  Thus,  the  new 
member  is  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  Branch 
and  its  auxiliary  organizations. 

The  Relief  Society,  more  than  anyone  else, 
can  help  these  new  members: 

1.  The  Presidem  of  the  Relief  Society  has 
the  real  responsibility.  She  must  see  that  her 
members  have  the  spirit  of  missionary  work 
and  that  they  will  feel  it  is  their  duty  to 
encourage  and  help  the  newcomer  to  feel 
welcome.  If  the  President  will  radiate  this 
friendly  missionary  spirit  it  will  soon  spread 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Relief  Society. 

2.  The  class  leaders  should  also  let  the 
new  member  know  that  they  need  her  to  help 
complete  their  phase  of  the  work.  We  find 
without  exception  that  when  a  person  feels 
that  she  is  truly  needed,  she  will  respond  to 
every  call. 

3.  The  Visiting  Teachers  can  bring  to  the 
home  the  spirit  of  peace,  love  and  harmony, 
leaving  a  ray  of  sunshine.  Here  is  an  oppor- 
tunity to  go  the  second  mile. 

Edna    Jacques   expresses   these    thoughts    in 
her  poem  entitled  "Small  Deeds": 
"They  pass  unnoticed  in  a  busy  world,  these 

little  fragrant  deeds  that  women  do — 
A  nod  arid  a  smile    ...    a  cheery  word  or 

two. 
The    sudden     mist    of    tears    upon    a    face. 

changes  the  very  outlook   of  the   place. 
A  little  gift,  of  something  you  have  baked — 

an  end  of  cake    ...    a  loaf  of  new-made 

bread, 
A  new  book  loaned    ...    a  pattern  gladly 

shared. 
And    one    discouraged    heart    is    comforted: 

the  road  made  easier. 
For  weary  feet  love  dwelling  here  upon  this 

quiet  street. 
Small  loving  deeds  like  dew  upon  the  earth 


-a  sorrow   shared        .    .    a  dollar  gladly 

spent. 
There  is  no  gloom  lor  me    .    .    .    nor  rain 

or  shine. 
11  friendly  hands  reach  out  to  rest  in  mine." 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  state  that  President 
Belle  Spalford,  President  of  the  General  Board 
Relief  Society  of  the  Church,  became  active 
in  Relief  Society  .hrough  her  Visiting  Teachers. 

4.  It  is  cur  responsibility  as  Relief  Society 
members  to  be  an  example  to  all.  We  should 
be  the  last  to  criticize  our  Branch  President: 
the  last  to  criticize  our  neighbour.  Let  us 
never  be  found  guilty  of  idle  gossip  or  destruc- 
tive criticism.  Nothing  is  easier  than  to  find 
fault.  It  requires  no  talent,  no  self-restraint, 
no  intelligence,  no  character  to  set  up  in  the 
grumbling  business. 

A  Relief  Society  mother  should  never 
tolerate  the  least  degree  of  sin  in  herself,  but 
she  should  have  unlimited  tolerance  for  her 
neighbour.  "The  Lord  will  forgive  whom  he 
will  forgive,  but  of  us  it  is  required  to  forgive 
all  men."  "For  if  we  forgive  men  their  tres- 
passes, our  Heavenly  Father  will  also  forgive 
us." 

We  should  also  be  examples  in  home  man- 
agement, arts,  and  crafts.  Instructions  on 
these  topics  are  given  ence  a  menth.  year  in 
and  year  out. 

Our  privilege  also  is  to  be  a  helpmate  to 
our  husband  and  a  guide  to  our  children.  We 
can  be  the  busiest,  happiest  and  most  envied 
people  in  all  the  world  if  we  will  use  our 
talents  for  good.  Let  us  not  live  in  a  land 
of  "I  intend  to"  or  "I  should  have  done".  Let 
us  enjoy  life  by  making  others  happy. 

"The  slightest   actions  often  meet  the  sorest 

needs. 
For  the  world  wants  daily  little  kindly  deeds. 
Oh,   what   care   and    sorrow   you   may   help 

remove, 
With  your  songs  and  courage,  sympathy  and 

love." 
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ABOUT  THE  MISSION 


BRANCH 
ACTIVITIES 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Kenneth  B.  Chater, 

61,  16th  Street,  Orange  Grove,  Johannesburg. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Barbara  Wrench. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  27th 
January.  The  theme  in  the  morning  was  the 
"Ten  Commandments,"  and  in  the  evening  it 
was  "The  Sermon  on  the  Mount."  Some  very 
inspiring  talks  were  given. 

We  have  had  our  branch  re-organized  as 
follows : 

Released : 

Brother 

Brother 
selor. 

Brother 
Sustained : 

Brother 

Brother 

Brother 

Brother 

Brothtr 


W.  S.  Wrench  as  Branch  President. 
Kenneth  B.  Chater  as  First  Coun- 

G.  R.  Dell  as  Branch  Clerk. 

K.  B.  Chater  as  Branch  President. 
G.  R.  Dell  as  First  Counselor. 
C.  R.  Kroesen  as  Second  Counselor. 
W.  S.  Wrench  as  Branch  Clerk. 
F.  R.  C.  Mathews  as  Chorister. 


To  the  officers  who  have  been  released  we  say 
"thank  you,"  for  your  hard  work,  and  to  the  new 
officers  we  say  "welcome"  and  may  the  Lord 
bless  you  in  your  work. 

To  Brother  N.  Wagstaff  and  Brother  M. 
Wrench  who  were  baptised  on  the  17th  Febru- 
ary, we  say  "congratulations." 

President  and  Sister  Fisher  were  here  during 
the  month  to  meet  the  officers  of  the  District.  A 
very  intersting  meeting  was  held,  and  all  the 
officers  feel  that  they  are  better  able  to  manage 
their  work,  after  receiving  the  instructions  from 
President  and  Sister  Fisher. 

February  brought  the  re-opening  of  the 
Primary  and  Relief  Society  and  so  far  there  has 
been  good  attendance.  We  sincerely  hope  that 
it  continues. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  have  Erother  and 
Sister  G.  Dell  and  Antony  back  at  Raman. 

Sister  Van  Niekerk  and  her  three  children  are 
ill  and  we  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless  them 
and  restore  them  to  health  soon.  Brother  F. 
Ninow  is  recovering  from  some  broken  ribs 
received  in  a  motor  accident  early  in  the  month. 

The  M.I.A.'s  Valentine  Party  on  the  12th 
February  was  a  great  success. 

We  have  enjoyed  seeing  Brother  and  Sister 
Gert  Kotze  of  Senekal  at  our  meetings  this 
month. 

SPRINGS    BRANCH 

Branch   President:     H.  de  C.  Hugo, 

51  Athlone  Avenue,  Strubenvale,  Springs. 

Branch  Reporter:     Brother   N.   C.   van   Niekerk. 

The  normal  Branch  changes  have  taken  place 
since  the  last  news  went  to  print. 

Brother  Harris  has  been  replaced  as  Genealogy 
Supervisor  by  Brother  D.  Hulbert  and  sustained 
as  new  Branch  Clerk.  Sister  Nola  Troskie  has 
taken  over  the  leadership  of  the  Relief  Society 


with  Sister  Harris  and  Sister  Armstrong  as  her 
Counselors  and  Sister  Anne  Jubber  as  Secretary. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  report  the 
re-opening  of  the  Nigel  field  of  labour,  and  we 
hope  that  the  elders  will  meet  with  greater 
success  than  in  the  past.  Also  we  hear  that  the 
missionaries   are  busy   at  Dunnottor. 

We  welcome  Brother  Reaford  Futter  and 
family  back  after  their  long  holiday,  but  regret 
to  say  that  son  Ewalt  had  to  be  taken  to  hospital 
almost  on  the  instant  with  a  serious  kidney 
complaint  .  We  pray  that  the  healing  hand  of 
the  Lord  will  be  upon  him. 

It  is  wth  regret  that  we  report  that  Mom 
Futter  had  to  be  rushed  to  the  Springs  Nursing 
Home  with  a  serious  nervous  complaint  early 
this  month.  At  present  however,  though  stiil 
under  doctor's  care.  Sister  Futter  is  convalescing 
at  home. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  our  guest  speakers 
were  Elders  Anderson  and  Salmon  from  Boks- 
burg.  Both  delivered  most  commendable 
sermons.  District  President  I.  C.  Louw  was  also 
in  attendance. 

We  were  happy  to  have  visiting  with  us  Sister 
S.  Stemmet  from  Johannesburg,  during  the 
month. 

All  the  brethren  of  the  branch  are  busy 
brushing  and  scraping,  cleaning  the  Chapel  walls 
in  readiness  for  its  winter  coat  of  paint.  The 
Branch  Presidency  takes  his  opportunity  to 
thank  these  good  brethren  for  time  and  labour 
so  unstintingly  given. 

We  say  farewell  to  Erother  Ronald  Duncan 
who  is  shortly  leaving  for  Canada.  We  wish 
the  choicest  blessing  of  the  Lord  upon  this  good 
brother  and  sincerely  hope  that  he  will  find  his 
association  with  the  Canadian  Saints  a  very 
happy  experience. 

A  veritable  source  of  information  tells  us  that 
the  Springs  Choir  is  taking  every  available 
opportunity  to  practice  a  song  (a  very  secretive 
song)  to  be  rendered  at  the  dedication  of  the 
new  Ramah  Chapel. 

MOWBRAY    BRANCH 

Branch    President:      Alwin    Hubert, 

129  Beach  Drive,  Mouille  Point.  Cape. 
Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Beatrice  Smith 

Holidays  are  over  and  the  Mowbray  Branch  is 
back  to  normal.  The  Primary  opened  opera- 
tions with  a  party.  Noise  and  sticky  fingers 
proved  its  success.  The  next  big  affair  was  the 
Relief  Society's  Opening  Social.  This  was  held  on 
31st  January  and  had  a  record  attendance. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Sidney  Newton 
and  Sister  Arlene  Morris  who  have  announced 
their  engagement.  Arlene  has  since  left  for 
Northern  Rhodesia,  but  we  expect  to  see  her 
back  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

Congratulations  of  another  nature  to  Brother 
Theo  and  Sister  Denise  Rayner  whose  baby 
daughter  arrived  on  Sunday.  10th  February. 

Welcome  to  Brother  Jakins.  family,  and  Sister 
Vice  who  have  been  on  holiday  in  the  Cape. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  there  has  been 
quite  a  let  of  illness  among  the  members  this 
month:  Sister  Lena  Park  hasn't  been  feeling 
well  and  her  three  boys  have  all  sustained 
injuries  as  the  results  of  slight  accidents.    Sister 
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Violet  JnhfTe  has  been  111  hospital  for  an  opera- 
lion.  Sister  Vonnie  Ninow  has  had  her  appendix 
removed,  and  Sister  Theys  has  had  a  had  attack 
Of  virus  ilu  Sister  Clarissa  Bibb.  Sister  Neale. 
and  Brother  Herman  Hubert  arc  still  on  the 
Sick-list  also.  Sister  Clara  McAdam  had  to 
spend  a  couple  of  weeks  in  bed  and  Sister 
Lillian  was  burned  when  a  pressure-cooker  ex- 
ploded. We  pray  that  all  these  folks  mav  si  on 
be  restored  to  health  and  strength. 

An  interesting  fireside  chat  was  arranged  by 
the  M  Men  and  Gleaner  Group  on  Sunday.  10th 
February,  when  members  of  the  class  discussed 
the  various  points  raised  in  the  lessons  of  1956. 

M.I. A.  certainly  went  into  action  for  1957  when 
I  hey  gave  a  Valentine  Party  on  the  12th.  Games 
were  the  rule  of  the  first  part  of  the  evening. 
Then,  after  a  short  sing-song  refreshments  were 
served.  The  party  ended  with  some  square 
dancing,  the  music  for  which  was  supplied  by 
Sister  Zoraida  Williams  and  Sister  Imelda 
Fourie. 

Attendance  at  Relief  Society  have  been  very 
good.  It  may  be  that  the  very  interesting  sylla- 
bus for  1957  has  something  to  do  with  this.  On 
the  14th.  we  had  our  first  Work  Meeting.  The 
little  hall  was  decked  with  Valentines.  An 
interesting  demonstration  of  sandwich-making 
and  packed  lunches  was  given  by  Sister  Agnes 
Hubert  in  the  Home  Management  Lesson.  The 
rest  of  the  evening  was  divided  between  Sister 
Dorothy  Smith  who  supervised  sewing  activities 
and  Sister  Nelly  Geldenhuys  who  took  the  Sing- 
ing Sisters  away  for  Choir  Practise.  The  sisters 
all  agreed  that  this  evening  was  "as  good  as  a 
party." 

EAST    LONDON   BRANCH 
Branch  President:     A.  J.  Corrigan,. 

10   Eamburgh  Road.  Stirling,   East   London. 
Branch   Reporter:      Sister  R.   K   Hall. 

On  the  29th  January  President  and  Sister 
Fisher,  accompanied  by  Elders  Olson  and  Milne, 
arrived  in  East  London.  That  same  evening  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Jubber  the 
members  enjoyed  a  spiritual  feast  in  the  form 
of  testimonial  meeting.  Those  who  were  present 
witnessed  a  turning  point  in  the  history  of  the 
East  London  Branch.  We  are  determined  that 
a  chapel  will  be  built  in  East  London  in  the 
near  future  and  we  realize  that  we  can  only 
do   this  by  working  hard   together. 

The  next  evening  the  M.I. A.  and  Relief 
Society  recommenced.  In  the  past  we  have 
been  holding  Relief  Society.  Priesthood  and 
M.I. A.  meetings  all  on  a  Wednesday  night.     In 


the  future  Priesthood  Meeting  will  be  held 
Sunday  mornings,  Relief  Society  on  Tuesday 
eve  lings  and  MI. A.  on  Wednesday  evenings.  Wp 
are  hoping  that  this  arrangement  will  increase 
the  attendance  at  these  meetings. 

Sister  Rona  Hall  who  had  a  setback  in  health 
a  i  I  he  time  of  President  and  Sister  Fishers  visit, 
has  now  fully  recovered  and  back  to  her  normal 
duties.  We  pray  the  Lord's  blessings  always  to 
be  upon  her. 

On  Saturday  the  9th  February  we  enjoyed  a 
very  pleasant,  evening  at  the  home  of  President 
and  Sister  Corrigan.  A  fire  was  made  on  the  lawn 
in  their  back-yard  and  we  all  enjoyed  a  "braai- 
vleis."  It  was  here  that  we  heard  the  story 
of   Sam    McGee.    recited    by   Elder   Vance. 

Brother  and  Sister  Hees  have  returned  from 
their  annual  holiday  in  the  Transvaal.  We  are 
pleased  to  hear  that  they  had  a  wonderful  time 
We  are  sorry  to  report  however,  that  Sister  Hee* 
is  still  troubled  with  her  headaches,  and  wt 
sincerely  hope  that  she  will  soon  be  rid  of  them. 

BELLVILLE    BRANCH 

Branch    President:      N.    J.    Goosen, 

57  van  Niekerk  Sreet,  Bellville,  Cape. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Mary  Dean. 

Relief  Society  meetings  have  commenced  after 
a  recess  of  two  months  and  we  appeal  to  all 
the  sisters  of  the  branch  to  attend  these  very 
interesting  meetings. 

During  the  month  S!ster  Hazel  de  Bruyn  orga- 
nized a  fireside  at  which  most  of  the  young 
people  were  called  upon  to  participate.  Our 
guest  speaker  was  Gary  Fisher  from  Cumorah. 
The  talks  were  based  on  "Revelation." 

On  February  10th,  Rosa  Lotter  and  Margaret 
Ross  were  baptised  at  Cumorah  and  Sister  Ross' 
baby  boy  was  blessed  by  Elder  Boucher.  We  ex- 
tend our  love  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  always 
bless  them. 

The  saints  unite  in  congratulating  Brother 
and  Sister  Theo  Rayner  on  the  arrival  of  their 
baby  girl — may  the  Lord's  blessing  abide  with 
her  alwavs. 

SALISBURY   BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Elder  F.  A.  Badger, 

4  Connaught  Avenue.  Highlands.  Salisbury. 

Branch   Reporter:      Sister  Mary    Maxwell. 

Sister  Schonnberg  and  Sister  Kinnear  are 
very  welcome  as  new  members.  We  are  also 
happy  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Storey  meet 
with  us  once  a  month.  They  have  come  from 
the  Cape  to  Umtali  and  travel  about  300  miles 
to  meet  with  us. 


MISSIONARY  TRANSFERS  .  .  . 


Name 


From 


Elder   K.   G.   Wood 

West  Rand 

Elder  R.  L.  Nelson 

East    Rand 

Elder   G.   D.   Beazer 

West  Rand 

Elder  D.   L.   Chipman 

Natal 

Elder  G.  D.  Dudley 

Natal 

Elder   H.   Beazer 

West  Rand 

Elder  S.  R.  Jones 

West  Rand 

Elder  I.  K.  Beane 

Natal 

Elder  L.  E.  Dahl 

Mission  Office 

Elder  E.  D.  Le  Baron 

Pretoria 

To 

Port  Elizabeth 
Natal 
Natal 

West  Rand 
East  London 
Natal 
Pretoria 
West  Rand 
West  Rand 
Mission    Office 


Date 


February 

22. 

1957. 

February 

22. 

1957. 

February 

22. 

1957. 

February 

22. 

1957. 

February 

22, 

1957. 

February 

22. 

1957. 

February 

22, 

1957. 

February 

22. 

1957. 

March   1, 

1957. 

February 

22. 

1957. 

March,  1957. 
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A  social  was  held  on  the  17th  January  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Schonnberg  to  welcome  the  new 
members.  Also,  on  the  6th  February,  held  there 
was  the  first  Salisbury  Primary.  Six  children 
enjoyed  the  instructions  received.  On  the  16th 
February  an  entertaining  evening  social  was 
held  at  the  home  of  Bi  other  and  Mrs.  Hodgkiss. 
A  selection  of  records  from  outstanding  New 
York  shows  were  played. 

The  branch  continues  to  go  ahead  with  a 
welcome  increase  in  attendance  and  we  thank 
the  Lord  for  His  blessings  upon  us. 

BULAWAYO   BRANCH 
Branch    President:      Elder   F.   R.   Monson, 

20  King  Avenue,  Bulawayo. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  M.  Paterson. 

We  welcome  the  Paterson  family  home  after 
spending  two  months  at  St.  Michaels,  Natal.  A 
wonderful  time  was  had  during  the  holiday  (in 
which  fishing  played  a  big  part).  A  hammer 
head  shark  was  caught  but  a  question  mark  is 
required  here? 

The  Jones  (Joyce)  family  have  also  returned 
from  a  holiday  in  which  they  sailed  from  Cape 
Town  to  Beira.  Both  families  are  looking  verv 
fit. 

Trevor  Fourie  has  also  returned  fiom  Cape 
Town  where  he  spent  6  weeks  with  Giandmother 
Fourie. 

We  welcome  newly  arrived  Sister  Hertog,  hus- 
band and  son  from  Holland,  and  we  hope  that 
they  will  settle  here. 

Patricia  Rheeder  is  welcomed  into  the 
Church  and  a  hand  of  true  fellowship  is  ex- 
tended to  her.  May  the  Lord  bless  here  in  her 
life. 

Sister  Isaacs  has  had  her  tonsils  removed  and 
is  well  on  the  way  to  recoveiy.  At  the  time  of 
writing  Walter  Jubber  is  in  hospital  for  appendi- 
citis and  Grandmother  Jubber  is  not  well  again. 
We  hope  they  will  be  better  soon. 

The  Relief  Society  is  active  again  and  great 
things  are  expected.  The  Primary  has  been 
started  in  the  home  of  Sister  Paterson  and  the 
teaching  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  children. 

We  in  Rhodesia  extend  our  best  wishes  to  all 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  mission. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:      Sydney   J.    Spear, 

154  Waverley  Road,  Bloemfontein. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Mona  Spear. 

Relief  Society  had  their  opening  meeting  this 
month  after  being  in  recess  over  the  holidays. 
Primary  also  gets  back  to  serious  work  this 
month.  The  young  ladies  and  gents  certainly 
look  forward  to   Primary   day. 

During  the  month  our  Branch  President  sent 
out  a  circular  letter  to  all  members'  to  try  to 
stimulate  their  interest  in  the  Branch.  This  had 
a  good  result  as  our  attendance  increased  after 
the  letter  went  out. 

We  were  honoured  by  a  brief  visit  of  President 
and  Sister  Fisher  accompanied  by  Elders  Olson 
and  Milne  on  the  7th  February.  In  the  evening 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Daubney  we 
all  gathered  to  witness  he  baptism  of  Brother 
Peter  Milne.  He  was  baptised  by  his  son  Elder 
B.  V.  Milne,  and  that  of  Brother  S.  Daubney 
who  was  baptised  by  Brother  S.  J.  Spear.  Both 
of  these  fine  saints,  who  have  attended  meetings 
regularly  with  their  families  for  years,  have 
proven  that  they  will  be  valuable  assets  to  the 
Branch  and  its  auxiliaries.  It  is  indeed  fine  to 
see  the  radiance  in  the  newly  united  families  for 


it  just  can't  be  missed.  Our  congratulations  go 
out  to  Brother  Daubney  and  Brother  Milne  and 
we  assure  them  that  they  will  be  blessed  and 
progress.  The  prayers  of  their  families  have 
besn  answered. 

Brother  S.  J.  Spear  and  Erother  P.  Milne  con- 
tinue their  activities  in  the  Scout  connections. 

We  are  happy  to  have  our  S.  S.  Superinten- 
dent, Sister  Val  Symonds  and  Athol,  back  after 
their    holiday. 

The  branch  organized  a  braaivlels  at  Mazels- 
poort  on  Saturday  16th  February.  It  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all  who  were  able  to 
attend.  The  young  members  especially  had  a 
good  time.  Cur  visitors  for  the  month  were 
Eldeis  Caldwell  and  Anderson  who  came  over 
fiom  Welkom  with  President  Fisher  and  party: 
they  took  part  in  the  Baptismal  Service.  It  was 
good  to  have  missionaries  in  our  midst  again. 
We  miss  the  company  and  regular  assurance  of 
the  fine  young  men. 

WELKOM   BRANCH 
Branch   President:     M.  D.  Caldwell, 

48  Struben  Street,  Reitz  Park,  Welkom. 
Branch  Reporter:     Elder  L.  K.  Anderson. 

The  Parkins  family  have  left  for  their  holiday 
and  are  spending  the  month  at  Durban.  We 
wish  them  a  very  enjoyable  stay. 

The  Robinsons  have  returned  from  their 
holiday  and  we  are  grateful  for  the  return  of 
our  organist  and  the  support  of  the  family. 

Relief  Society  has  commenced  again  after  a 
month  of  recess  .  It  was  started  with  a  party  at 
the  home  of  Brother   and  Sister  Campbell. 

We  wish  Sister  Murdock,  who  has  moved  to 
Brakpan,  success  in  her  new  job. 

During  the  month  we  were  pleased  to  have 
Brother  and  Sister  Kotze  visit  our  Branch.  We 
extend  an  invitation  to  all  who  are  passing 
through  and  would  like  to  visit  the  Branch. 


STATISTICS  .  .  . 

BAPTISMS 
REEDER,  Patricia  Gail   (Bulawayo),   b.  L'Dean 
McCue:   c.   Farrell  Ray  Monson.   February  3. 
1957. 

BLESSINGS 
GOOSEN,    Nicolaas    Johannes    Albertus     (Bell- 
ville)    by  Nicolaas  Johannes  Albertus  Goosen. 
December  2,  1956. 

ARRIVALS 
HERTOG,  Eileen  Stuart   (and  her  son,  Ronald 
Simon)  from  the  Netherlands,  January  7.  1957. 


APPOINTMENTS  .  .  . 

Elder  C.  T.  Asplund  was  appointed  Mission 
Historian  and  Assoc.  Editor  of  the  C.S.M.  March 
1st,  1957. 

Elder  E.  D.  Le  Baron  was  appointed  Mission 
Secretary.  March   1st,   1957. 

Sister  Carma  Paxman  was  appointed  Super- 
visor of  the  Y.W.M.I.A.  February  15,  1957. 

Elder  R.  R.  Olson  was  appointed  Mission 
Sunday  School  SuDervisor  and  Supervisor  of 
the  Y.M.M.I.A.   January  15.  1957 


■Ill 
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1)1  KHAN   BRANCH 
Branch  President:  J.  M.  Jaklns, 

N4  Bllverton  Road,  Durban,  Natal 
Branch  Reporter:    sister  Joyce  Wanlburn. 

The  Aral  week-end  In  Pebruary  .saw  the  fulfill- 
ment for  us  of  the  happily  anticipated  viail  ol 
President  and  Sister  Fisher.  Much  joy  was  ours 
in  being  able  to  welcome  them  into  our  midst, 
and  show  them  our  lovelj  chapel,  President 
and  Sister  Fisher  were  in  attendance  at  a 
mi  i  wonderful  Officers  and  Teachers  Testimony 
Meeting  held  on  line!  February  and  at  our  regu- 
lar meetings  on  the  Sabbath.  They  met  us  in 
a  Social  capacity  at  a  Building  Fund  event  held 
at  the  chapel  on  (he  1st.  A  light  Buffet  Supper 
was  served  from  6  p.m.  and  a  Film  Show  began 
id  7.30.  This  function  realized  £13  2s.  6d.  for 
our  building   fund. 

Our  Branch  Presidency  has  been  re-organized 
and  now  stands  as  follows:  Brand  President 
Brother  J.  M.  Jaklns;  1st  Counselor.  Brother  R. 
Wlllson;     2nd     Counselor.     Brother     H.     Pelser. 

The  lure  that  is  Durban  brought  many  visitors 
again  this  month  from  as  far  afield  as  Australia, 
when  6  returning  missionaries  docked  here  for 
one   day. 

Cold  and  frosty  Canada  has  robbed  us  of  4 
more  members  in  the  persons  of  Sister  Burden 
and  her  3  children.  The  call  of  home  has 
beckoned  to  Brother  F.  Abbott,  who  has  left  for 
Australia  via  England  and  Switzerland.  We 
wish  these  members  much  joy  in  their  chosen 
paths. 

We  are  so  glad  to  be  able  to  sav  that  June 
Minnaar  has  safely  weathered  an  attack  of 
Pneumonia,  and  Sister  Fagan's  operation  was  a 
success.  Little  Neil  Billet  has  had  an  operation 
on  his  eye  and  is  now  convalescing  at  home. 
Sister  Bayley  has  been  obliged  to  go  into  the 
hospital  for  a  time.  Michael  Fisher  gave  us  all 
a  fright  when  he  fell  on  a  broken  bottle  but  all 
is  well  once  more. 

Our  M.I.A.  has  been  enjoying  a  fair  measure 
of  success  of  late.  Particularly  enjoyable  was 
the  Valentine  Party  held  on  the  12th 'February. 

Our  Relief  Society,  too,  is  progressing  favoura- 
bly. Those  who  do  attend  find  the  meetings 
profitable  and  rich  in  happy  companionship. 


PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

Branch   President:      R.   M.   Morrissey, 

271   Boom  Street.   Pietermaritzburg* 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Joyce  Morrissey. 

On  the  3rd  February  the  branch  visited 
Durban  to  meet  President  and  Sister  Fisher  and 
also  to  attend  a  baptismal  service.  We  all  en- 
joyed the  visit  very  much. 

We  commenced  Relief  Society  on  the  5th 
February  and  Primary  on  the  7th.  Although  our 
numbers  are  few  we  look  forward  to  our  various 
duties. 

Sister  McCathie  who  has  been  ill  is  once 
more  recovered.  Each  of  us  has  seen  the  wonder- 
ful power  of  the  Priesthood  at  work,  in  the 
recovery  of  this  dear  sister. 

Elder  K.  Smith  and  Elder  Beane  from  Durban 
visited  for  a  weekend.  On  Saturday  they  tracted 
with  our  missionaries  and  in  the  evening  thev 
were  present  at  our  branch  social.  We  all  had 
a  very  enjoyable  time.  The  sisters  supplied 
refreshments. 

We  are  about  to  lose  Elder  Hartley  to  the  Cape 
and  we  pray  that  the  Lord's  blessings  will  be 
upon  him  there 


PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch   President:     ('.  Holler, 

68  Heugh  Road.  Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Branch  Reporter:     Sister  M.   McIIugh. 

It  was  with  great  expectation  that  we  awaited 
the  arrival  of  President  and  Sister  Fisher  on 
their  first  visit  to  Port  Elizabeth.  With  them 
were  Elders  Olson  and  Milne.  We  were  very 
happy  to  have  them  all.  During  the  service 
held  in  the  morning  talks  were  given  by  the 
leaders  of  Sunday  School,  M.I. A.,  and  Priest- 
hood. Also  Elder  Milne  and  Elder  Olson  spoke. 
At  the  evening  service  we  heard  from  President 
Fisher,  Sister  Fisher,  and  President  Doller. 

On  the  10th  February  the  saints  travelled  to 
Despatch  to  attend  the  first  service  held  there. 
About  twenty  people  attended  the  service  held 
in  the  home  of  Brother  an  Sister  Folley.  We 
are  going  to  hold  these  services  once  a  month 
in  Despatch. 

Priesthood,  MI.A1.,;  and  Relief  Society  combined 
to  make  the  Valentine  Party  held  on  the  11th 
a  great  success.  The  evening  started  with  a 
heart-hunt.  Little  red  hearts  were  strewn  and 
hidden  around  the  class-rooms  and  hall  and 
everyone  was  to  find  as  many  as  possible.  After- 
ward everyone  was  given  a  piece  of  chocolate 
and  had  to  do  according  to  the  instructions  found 
inside.  By  popular  vote  Elder  Burbank  won  the 
Valentine-making  contest  and  received  a  heart 
shaped  cake  for  a  prize.  The  evening  ended  with 
refreshments. 

Sister  Pearl  Ek  hacl  her  baby  son  blessed  by 
Brother  Clarence  Doller. 

We  were  happy  to  have  Sister  McAdam  and 
Miss  Dors  attend  Sunday  School. 


ARRIVALS  .  .  . 

Elders  Willis  R.  Wright,  Leo  D.  Anderson, 
James  R.  Whitehead,  Melvin  J.  Lawler,  Keith  L. 
Orr,  Jesse  L.  Gibb,  Gerald  H.  Layton,  Merrill  T. 
Whitehead,  and  Jacob  S.  Whitehead  arrived 
aboard  the  Cape  Town  Castle  on  the  21st  of 
February,   1957. 

Elder  Wright  is  from  Brooks,  Alberta,  Canada, 
and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  East 
Rand  with  Elder  J.  R.  Hicken.  Elder  Anderson 
is  from  Cardston,  Alberta,  Canada,  and  has  been 
assigned  to  labour  in  the  Port  Elizabeth  District 
with  Elder  I.  K.  Burbank.  Elder  James  White- 
head is  from  Claresholm,  Alberta,  Canada,  and 
has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  Natal  District 
with  Elder  K.  Furgason.  Elder  Lawler  is  from 
Whiterock,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  and  has 
been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  Cape  District 
with  Elder  D.  Hartley.  Elder  Orr  is  from  Fort 
Macleod.  Alberta.  Canada,  and  has  been  assigned 
to  labour  in  the  West  Rand  with  Elder  N.  G. 
Stanford.  Elder  Gibb  is  from  Raymond, 
Alberta.  Canada,  and  has  been  assigned  to 
labour  in  the  West  Rand  District  with  Elder 
A.  W.  Hamilton.  Elder  Layton  is  from  Taber, 
Alberta,  Canada,  and  has  been  assigned  to 
labour  in  the  East  London  District  with  Elder 
E.  C.  Orr.  Elder  Merrill  T.  Whitehead  is  from 
Claresholm,  Alberta,  Canada,  and  has  been 
assigned  to  labour  in  the  West  Rand  District 
with  Elder  C.  K.  Lybert.  Elder  Jacob  Whitehead 
is  from  Claresholm,  Alberta,  Canada,  and  has 
been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  West  Rand  Dis- 
trict with  Elders  K.  L.  Hadfield  and  L.  E.  Dahl. 
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PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch    President:      Lionel    Bibb, 

376  Jorissen  Street.  Sunnyside.  Pretoria. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Sheila  Bibb. 

Things  were  very  quiet  in  the  Pretoria  Branch 
over  the  holidays  as  many  families  were  away  on 
leave.     Now  everything  is  back  to  normal. 

We  congratulate  Sister  Cynthia  Dieperink  and 
Mr.  Charles  Prinsloo  who  were  married  during 
December. 

The  Relief  Society  has  now  re-opened  and 
the  new  officers  are  all  very  keen  to  make  this 
a  good  year.  The  sisteis  take  turns  at  work 
meeting  night  bringing  a  cake  or  pie  etc.  and 
giving  the  recipe  to  the  other  sisters. 

The  Branch  Presidency  and  the  Sunday 
School  Superintendency  have  also  been  re- 
organized and  are  all  enthusiastic  about  their 
work. 

We  welcome  to  Pretoria  Sister  Rautenbach. 
who  previously  lived  in  Blcemfontein.  This  sister 
is  our  new  chorister  and  is  doing  a  fine  job.  She 
has  already  started  a  choir  and  we  expect  great 
things  therefrom. 

We  congratulate  Brother  Cachet.  Brother 
Faber.  Brother  Pienaar.  Brother  Smit  and 
Brother  van  Staden  who  have  all  been  advanced 
in  the  Priesthood. 

We  were  happy  to  have  the  Muir  family  in 
attendance  at  Sunday  School  on  the  11th.  They 
also  attended  a  genealogical  meeting  held  in 
the  afternoon  and  gave  us  some  new  instructions 
concerning  this  important  work. 

At  the  end  of  last  year,  speech  training 
classes  were  started  in  Pretoria,  to  improve  the 
standard  of  speaking  in  our  meetings.  They 
are  held  fortnightly  in  various  members'  homes 
and  are  attended  by  a  large  enthusiastic  group. 
Already  there  is  big  improvement  in  the 
speaking. 

Last  year  the  Relief  Society  Sisters  undertook 
to  raise  £100  for  the  building  fund  in  the  six 
months  from  July  to  December  .  They  raised 
over  this  figure  and  are  to  be  commended  on 
this  fine  effort.  They  hope  to  do  even  better  this 
year.  One  scheme  which  has  worked  very  well. 
and  which  might  help  other  branches,  is  the 
handing  out  of  a  money-box  to  each  family  to 
put  their  odd  pennies  in.  It  is  surprising  how 
these  add  up. 

PRAYER  (Continued  from  page  3d) 
in  many  homes  in  Canada  today,  these  prayers 
are  never  said.  This  is  a  sad  commentary  on 
isn't  good  because  it  undermines  the  spirit  and 
our  modern  life  in  this  Christian  country.  It 
unity  of  the  home.  It  is  a  bad  example  to 
youth.  It  destroys  icverence.  gratitude,  faith. 
ll  makes  for  callousness.  Time  was  when  in 
most  homes  prayers  were  an  essential  custom 
of  the  day's  routine.  It  made  for  family  unit} 
and  peace.     It  was  a  lessen  in  humility." 

May  I  suggest  to  Latter-day  Saint  families 
throughout  the  Mission,  if  you  haven't  been 
following  the  practice  of  having  family 
prayers,  begin  today.  It  is  a  beautiful  ex- 
perience and  will  bring  rich  and  lasting  bene- 
fits. Let  us  not  fail  in  this  obligation  to  our 
families.  Family  prayer  and  grace  on  the  food 
are  part  and  parcel  of  a  true  Latter-day  Saint 
home. 


SEARCH  (Continued  from  page  37) 

unaccustomed   health  and   strength. 

About  a  month  after  this,  the  Lord  most 
graciously  and  kindly  kindled  an  interest  also 
in  the  heart  o\'  my  good  wife,  and  she,  alter 
having  stayed  away  from  all  the  lessons  except 
the  first  few.  joined  in  the  cottage  meetings. 
Her  progress  after  this  was  \er\  rapid.  In 
faith,  1  believe,  she  left  me  behind,  for  only 
two  months  later.  September  30.  1956,  we  were 
both  baptised. 

Since  then  life  has  seemed  worth  living, 
sacrifices  worth  making,  and  eternal  life  worth 
having.  The  wonderful  plan  of  salvation  has 
unfolded  before  us  in  all  its  glory  and  beautv 
the  divine  law  governing  human  progress.  The 
ultimate  goal  of  exaltation  and  eternal  life,  has 
become  treasured  knowledge  to  our  happ\ 
hearts,  that  now  rejoice:  "The  glory  cf  God  is 
intelligence,  or,  in  other  words,  light  and 
truth."     (D.  and  C.  93:36). 

Today  we  can  confidently  ask  the  world: 
"If  not  Mormonism."  what  then?" 

After  an  uncertain  and  perilous  voyage  on 
the  seas  of  life,  we  have  found  the  water  where 
there  is  rest  and  calm — a  safe  anchorage  where. 
u  we  are  righteous,  we  need  fear  nothing. 

Our  earnest  prayer  is  that  all  seekers  after 
truth  mav  soon,  like  us,  find  in  their  lives: 
"A  SEARCH   ENDED! 

RESPONSIBILITY  (Continued  from  page  41) 
true  comfort  and  genuine  friendship,  and  may 
he  bless  us  that  we  may  fulfil  the  measure 
of  our  creation  here  upon  the  earth  that  when 
our  time  comes  to  leave  mortality  we  may 
leave  without  feeling  sorry  for  the  way  that 
we  have  treated  each  other.  Let  us  give  each 
other  those  flowers  and  those  praises  and  those 
kind  words  now,  here,  while  we  are  alive  to 
enjoy  them. 

I  would  plead  with  my  friends  and  associates 
who  are  members  of  the  Church  to  affiliate 
yourselves  with  all  the  activities  of  the  Church. 
Then  you  will  know  what  great  blessings  are 
and  you  will  know  what  happiness  is,  and  the 
Lord  will  bless  you.  and  I  would  plead  with 
and  encourage  my  friends  who  are  ncl 
members  o(  the  Church  that  they  will  con- 
sider seriously  baptism  into  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

May  God  bless  us  that  we  may  be  true 
Latter-day  Saints,  that  we  may  be  humble  and 
prayerful,  that  we  may  render  that  sweet 
service  which  the  Lord  expects  of  us.  and 
receive  the  blessings  that  he  has  in  store  for 
US,  I  humbly  pray  in  the  name  o(  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen. 

(October  1953  conference  address.) 
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ARE  YOU  BROADMINDED? 


BY   ELDER  D.  C.   BUTLER 


1 1  has  been  said:  "A  philosopher  is  someone 
who  doesn't  care  whether  an  idea  is  right  or 
wrong,  as  long  as  he  can  prove  it  to  his  own 
satisfaction." 

This  unsound  approach  to  the  search  for 
truth  is  being  adopted  by  a  vast  majority  of 
modern  religious  thinkers. 

These  philosophers  like  to  think  they  arc 
too  "broad-minded"  to  maintain  the  absolute 
truth  of  any  idea  whatsoever.  Rather,  they 
like  to  regard  any  idea  as  true  as  long  as  it 
satisfies  their  individual  needs  and  beliefs.  In 
essence  they  maintain:  "If  my  ideas  about  God 
and  his  laws  are  satisfactory  to  me,  then  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned  they  are  true." 

Of  course,  to  be  "broad-minded"  they 
accept  the  same  reasoning  from  every  other 
person,  even  though  many  of  them  have 
completely  contradicting  ideas  of  what  is  true. 

According  to  this  line  of  thinking  then,  truth 
results  entirely  from  individual  interpietation. 
Therefore,  if  there  is  no  interpretation,  there 
is  no  truth.  This  makes  man,  not  God,  the 
source  of  truth.  If  God  is  not  the  source  of 
truth  he  loses  his  function,  and  ceases  to  exist 
outside  the  human  mind.  We  must  then  con- 
clude that  any  philosophy  that  denies  the 
existence  of  eternal,  unchangeable  laws  of 
truth  independent  of  individual  interpretation, 
and  universally  applicable,  must,  to  be  con- 
sistent, deny  the  actuality  of  God's  existence. 
Thus,  the  abuse  of  "broad-mindedness"  as  it 
is  applied  to  religion  to-day  is  resulting  in  a 
type  of  thinking  very  similar  to  Engel's  when 
he  said,  "God  did  not  create  man,  man  created 
God." 

If  a  man's  religious  philosophy  denies  the 
necessity  of  universal  compliance  with  certain 
religious  laws,  it  is  of  no  value  to  him  what- 
soever. Why?  Because  no  man  will  feel 
greatly  responsible  to  keep  laws  or  abide  by 
truths  that  he  himself  has  formulated.  Rather 
than  change  his  conduct  to  suit  such  laws,  he 
will  change  the  laws  to  suit  his  conduct.  Only 
if  a  man  believes  that  a  divine  will  has  abso- 
lutely demanded  universal  compliance  with  one 
set  of  religious  laws,  will  he  make  any  sacri- 
fice   or   put    forth    any   effort   to   keep    those 


laws.  Modern  religious  thinking  is  destroying 
incentive  for  good  moral  conduct  by  its  false 
application  of  "broad-mindedness"  to  religion. 

It  is  just  as  foolish  to  call  a  religion  "narrow- 
minded"  when  it  claims  truth  is  unchanging, 
as  it  would  be  to  apply  that  term  to  science. 
Truth  is  truth  whether  scientific  or  religious, 
and  if  a  man  does  not  believe  the  truth  he 
believes  a  falsehood. 

An  individual  may  not  believe  that  the  law 
cf  gravity  is  true,  but  if  he  breaks  that  law  he 
will  suffer  the  consequences.  And  anyone 
who  knows  that  law  and  maintains  its  truth 
cannot  be  properly  called  "narrow-minded". 

Even  so  there  are  certain  religious  laws  and 
truths,  which  if  violated  will  result  in  inevitable 
consequences.  Then  the  word  "narrow- 
minded"  as  it  is  applied  to  people  who  know 


these  laws  and  maintain  that  they  are  true, 
is  completely  meaningless. 

What  then  is  a  "narrow-minded"  religious 
philosophy?  If  a  scientific  truth  were  verified, 
and  still  some  scientists  refused  to  credit  it 
because  it  might  upset  their  previous  notions, 
then  one  could  say  such  men  were  "narrow- 
minded".  It  follows  that  if  a  religious  truth 
were  to  be  discovered,  and  any  philosophy 
could  not  or  would  not  allow  for  the  existence 
of  this  truth,  then  it  could  be  properly  called 
"narrow-minded". 

It  therefore  behoves  every  TRULY  "broad- 
minded"  religious  thinker  to  seek  out  God's 
truths   and  apply   them  diligently   in  his  life. 
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